DRAFT

April 17, 2018

Minutes of the meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham held April 17, 2018 at the Town Hall
commencing at 7:30 pm.
Present:

Shawn Marriott, Supervisor
Nick Nahas, Deputy Supervisor
Jerry Cunningham, Council Member
Linda Sutton, Council Member
Joan Breslin, Council Member

Recording Secretary:

Janet Partridge, Town Clerk

Others Present:

Patti Fetty, Deputy Clerk
Tom Sutton, Police Sergeant
Karen Tirpak, Bookkeeper
Joe van Holsteyn, Highway Superintendent
David Cunningham, Building Inspector
Mark Overbaugh, Code Enforcement Officer
Lois Rockefeller, Building Dept Clerk
Tal Rappleyea, Town Attorney
Maryellen Brooks, Assessor Clerk
Bo Dushane, Ambulance
18 community members

Supervisor Marriott called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm with the Pledge to the Flag.
A motion was made by Deputy Supervisor Nahas to accept the minutes of March 6th and March 20th,
seconded by Council Member Cunningham, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Yeas – Marriott, Nahas,
Breslin, Cunningham, Sutton)
Legislator O’Connor – No report
Bo Dushane gave an Ambulance report. They have had 28 calls this month giving them a total of 134
for the year. 18 of the calls this month were for the town of Durham.
Supervisor Marriott gave his report - The 2018 insurance policy with Marshall and Sterling Insurance
has been updated and the voucher will be signed tonight.
The Town received a copy of the Permit issued to the County to repair the bridge on Hervey
Street Road over Thorpe Creek. They will be doing the deck over along with the beams.
The Supervisor’s office received the engagement letter from PKHB for the 2018 quarterly audits
and the 2018 AUD. Discussion followed.
A motion was made by Deputy Supervisor Nahas to approve signing the engagement letter with
PKHB for the 2018 quarterly audits and the 2018 AUD, seconded by Council Member Breslin, all in
favor, motion carried. (5 Yeas – Marriott, Nahas, Breslin, Cunningham, Sutton)
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The Supervisor’s office also received the bill for the 2017 AUD and the training they helped
newly appointed Bookkeeper Tirpak with. After going over the bill with the auditor, it was
noted most of the added work was the auditor helping find the information needed to
complete the AUD report to the State Comptroller’s office. Discussion followed.
A motion was made by Deputy Supervisor Nahas to approve payment of the bill for the 2017 AUD
and the added costs for preparing the report, seconded by Council Member Cunningham, all in favor,
motion carried. (5 Yeas – Marriott, Nahas, Breslin, Cunningham, Sutton)
Supervisor Marriott received notice from BAS that the current accounting software the Town of
Durham uses will not be supported anymore because of its age. If it crashes, they will not be
able to recover it. The Town will need to look into updating with a new program soon. Council
Member Breslin asked if Marriott could set up a presentation from BAS for the Town Board to
hear about their current accounting program.
Highway Superintendent van Holsteyn read his report – SEE ATTACHED
The Board discussed with van Holsteyn the quote for a new tractor and mower in his port. It
would replace two tractors currently used by the Highway Department. Van Holsteyn would
sell both of them at some point hoping to get $25,000 for them both. He is also waiting from
Capital Land to give him a quote.
Van Holsteyn also reported there have been 46 storms this year to date.
Sergeant Sutton read the Police report – SEE ATTACHED
The department has two cars with problems. Sutton reported one of the cars needs a new
transmission. He has checked into a couple of solutions, but believes the best would be one
that he can get for $1800. Discussion followed.
A motion was made by Deputy Supervisor Nahas to approve Sergeant Sutton spending up to $1800
on a transmission for the police car, seconded by Council Member Cunningham, all in favor, motion
carried. (5 Yeas – Marriott, Nahas, Breslin, Cunningham, Sutton)
Sutton asked if there was an update on the Security Alarm System. Marriott reported they are
waiting on the other two companies to come in and give a presentation.
Town Clerk/Tax Collector Partridge read her report – SEE ATTACHED
Attorney Rappleyea reported his is working daily on helping the Town through its activities.
Building and Code Department – Bldg. Inspector Cunningham read the report – SEE ATTACHED
CEO Overbaugh reported they have been busy working with Camp Gavoah with their project,
working with officials on the house that burned a couple weeks ago, and also working with Ken
Dudley on his Flea Market project in East Durham.
Assessor Bennett went over his report – SEE ATTACHED
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Bennett reported they have hired two new data collectors. They are trained and have recently
started in the field. Bennett currently has Christian Larsen off the data collection and collecting
information on the 2017 building permits. There are 155 permits to be collected on.
Council Member Breslin asked if Bennett has an idea of when the data collection project will be
done. He is hopeful it will be finished by July or August. He is not worried about his end of the
revaluation. He should have that done by this time next year and the revaluation would be
implemented by 2020. Bennett explained how the revaluation applies to the assessment roll.
Concern was express for the delay of over a year in progress of the data collection. A
community member explained his distress that this is taking too long and the town is hurting
from this delay.
Since this process started two years ago, new ownership was not accounted for when informing
the new property owners of the data collection. Therefore, new letters have been sent out and
a card and plastic door hanger will be left at the property for safety reasons. Also, Marriott
would like to order signs for the data collectors’ cars. Discussion followed.
A motion was made by Deputy Supervisor Nahas to approve $150 for the purchase of car magnet
signs, seconded by Council Member Breslin, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Yeas – Marriott, Nahas,
Breslin, Cunningham, Sutton)
Town Justices handed in their reports – SEE ATTACHED
Animal Control Officer VanTassel handed in his report, Marriott read it – SEE ATTACHED
Durham Task Force – Council Member Sutton reported the next meeting is on April 18th at 6pm. The
July 4th parade will be held this year on July 7th. They will be putting together the letters to send out.
Historical Commission did not meet this month.
Durham Community Center – Deputy Supervisor Nahas reported it has been very active. The
schedule is posted on the website. He went over programs they had the past few weeks and looking
forward, May 3th there will be a program on the Stone House on Strong Road.
Nahas also reported there will be a Comprehensive Plan Committee meeting on April 18th at 7:30pm.
They are in the process of finishing the grant to Hudson Valley Greenway for $10,000 in funding for the
plan.
Deputy Supervisor Nahas offered the following Resolution for approval:
RESOLUTION 2018-12
GRANT APPLICATION APPROVAL
WHEREAS, the Town of Durham, New York is applying to the Hudson River Valley Greenway for a grant under
the Hudson River Valley Greenway Grant Program for a project entitled Town of Durham 2018 Comprehensive
Plan to be prepared in the Town of Durham, and
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WHEREAS, the grant application requires the applicant municipality to obtain the approval of the governing
body of the municipality in which the project is located,
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Durham does approve and endorse the
application for a grant under the Hudson River Valley Greenway Grant Program, for a project known as the Town
of Durham 2018 Comprehensive Plan and to be prepared within the community.

The motion was seconded by Council Member Cunningham.
Mr. Marriott
Aye
Mr. Nahas
Aye
Ms. Breslin
Aye
Mr. Cunningham Aye
Ms. Sutton
Aye
The resolution was thereupon declared adopted.
Supervisor Marriott asked Kerri Cedeno to explain to the board about her plans for opening a salon in
her home here in Durham. Although she doesn’t have quite all the paperwork in, Marriott wanted her
to have a chance to speak to the board. She is looking to open her business at her home on Freehold
Ford Road. She is looking to give back to her community and explained to the board the many ways
she will use her business to help.
George Deckers spoke to the Board about a concern he has over Gibson Road. In the past he had
spoken to Alan Beechert about a drainage problem and again recently to Highway Superintendent van
Holsteyn. He is upset with the lack of response and wishes the Board to help him out. Supervisor
Marriott offered to meet with Deckers and van Holsteyn to come up with a solution to solve the
problem.
CEO Overbaugh mentioned the grant application he left in Marriott’s mailbox. Marriott said they will
be looking it over and talking about it in a future meeting.
Supervisor Marriott read the transfers.
A motion was made by Deputy Supervisor Nahas to approve the transfers as read, seconded by
Council Member Breslin, all in favor, motion carried. 5 Yeas – Marriott, Nahas, Breslin, Cunningham,
Sutton)
A motion was made by Council Member Cunningham to pay the bills, seconded by Deputy
Supervisor Nahas, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Yeas – Marriott, Nahas, Breslin, Cunningham,
Sutton)
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04/17/18 Abstract #
6
, consisting of 2018 Vouchers #
broken down as follows:
General Funds
Highway Funds
Safety & Fire
Trust & Agency
Street Lighting

261 through #

Abstract #
7
, consisting of 2018 Vouchers #
broken down as follows:
General Funds
Highway Funds
Safety & Fire
Trust & Agency
Street Lighting

286 through #

285 for

$ 81,881.50
$ 12,516.20
$ 19,014.42
$ 50,350.88

374 for

$ 111,177.94
$ 67,626.75
$ 42,667.30

$

883.89

A motion was made by Council Member Cunningham to adjourn at 9:16pm, seconded by Deputy
Supervisor Nahas.
Respectfully submitted,
_______________________________
Janet Partridge
Town Clerk/Collector
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