Minutes of February 2, 2016

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham held
February 2, 2016 at the Town Hall commencing at 7:30 p.m.
Present:

William Carr, Supervisor
Shawn Marriott, Deputy Supervisor
Joan Breslin, Council Member
Jerry Cunningham, Council Member
Nick Nahas, Council Member

Recording Secretary:

Chris Kohrs, Town Clerk

Others Present:

Joe van Holsteyn-Highway Superintendent
David Cunningham-Building Inspector
Cindy Moore- Bookkeeper
John Van Tassel – Animal Control Officer
Gordon Bennett-Assessor
Patti Fetty-Deputy Clerk/Collector
Maryellen-Assessor’s Clerk
Thomas Sutton-Police Sgt.
Tal Rappleyea-Attorney 7:43
Aiden O’Connor – Legislator 8:22
40 community members

Supervisor Carr called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.
Gary Harvery presented the Wachter Subdivision for parcel 50.00-3-34. They wish to subdivide
the 16.1 +/- acre parcel into three building lots (3.3 +/- acres, 3.9 +/- acres and 8.9 +/- acres).
Each parcel has adequate road frontage. Public hearing is scheduled for 3/1/16 at 7:30 p.m.
Town Clerk will send notices to the abutting neighbors.
At 7:37 p.m. Councilmember Nahas motioned to close the meeting and enter into the Public
Hearing for the Zoom Flume Site Plan. Motion seconded by Councilmember Cunningham
all in favor motion carried. (5-yeas Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott)
Mr. Vacca asked why construction is permitted when the site plan application is not yet
approved. Supervisor Carr explained the board granted permission for the construction to move
forward as work currently being performed was primarily ground work; the board is aware that
the applicant is on a short construction window and did not want to cause unnecessary delays.
Also raised the question as to whether or not the project is within 100’ of a water course or
delineated wet land.
Mrs. Ohle stated that she is saddened with how this issue is being portrayed in the social media.
She stated that the neighbors do not want the Zoom Flume to close. The neighbors do not have
issue with the noises made by the families enjoying the water park during regular business hours.
The issues the neighbors have are with the additional noise created when the wave pool was
added and the noise from the generators. Additionally, the noise that the special night groups
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created with the use of bullhorns, whistles and bus traffic. It is understood that the park has
requested the groups to refrain from bullhorns and traveling down Elliott Place; however,
residents stated the requests are not being adhered to. The applicant explained that the whistles,
bells, alarms are required as part of the safety for the participants. It alerts them to a change in
the current activity of that portion of the park or to a danger that needs to be corrected.
Discussion followed. The suggestions provided to try to mitigate the concerns of the neighbors
were: Lower the speakers to ground level, no music past 9 p.m., modify the sound wall (higher,
trees), redirect the lighting by changing the angle or putting shades on to direct the beam directly
down. Communication between the neighbors and the park owners is critical to the improved
relationship. Neighbors were encouraged to speak directly with the owners whenever an issue is
occurring so as to have a quicker response to try to mitigate problems.
At 8:13 p.m. all those who wished to be heard having been heard the public hearing was
closed and the regular meeting was reopened.
The board reviewed the SEQR documentation. Councilmember Breslin motioned to make a
negative declaration seconded by Councilmember Nahas. All in favor motion carried. (5yeas Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott)
Councilmember Cunningham motioned to approve the Site Plan Application for Zoom
Flume water park to add the Canyon Bowl Plunge seconded by Councilmember Marriott.
All in favor motion carried. (5-yeas Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott)
The board received a Site Plan Application for Emerald Square. Not all the necessary
documentation was received therefore, discussion was tabled.
The board tabled discussion on where the designated smoking signs would be placed at Brandow
Park.
Councilmember Nahas explained the Durham Community Center Planning Committee met to
review the final draft of the agreement between the Cairo-Durham School District and The Town
of Durham. Discussion followed.
Councilmember Nahas motioned to approve the Draft Agreement for the Durham
Community Center (copy attached) seconded by Councilmember Cunningham. All in
favor motion carried. (5-yeas Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott)
Councilmember Marriott motioned to renew the telephone system contract with
Crosspoint Phone Systems, seconded by Councilmember Nahas. All in favor motion
carried. (5-yeas Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott)
Sole Assessor Bennett explained a “scratch” data collection requires the data collector to visit
each parcel with a blank property card. They would measure each building on the property and
sketch onto the property card. They would request to enter the building to conduct an interior
tour to document the number of bedrooms, bathrooms, etc. Prior to the data collection starting
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the property owners would be mailed a letter explaining the process and they would be given the
opportunity to decline the entire process or part of the process i.e. the interior inspection.
The estimated cost for the process is $14,000. Depending on the number of data collectors hired
it could take one to three years to complete. He has two individuals who have expressed an
interest in the data collector position (1-from Durham). Depending on how quickly the board
wishes the project to be completed they could advertise for a third data collector.
It was explained that the purpose of the data collection is to ensure that all properties are
properly assessed for what they have on them. Through the years changes are made that aren’t
always captured i.e. additions, demolitions, improvements, neglect. The assessor will evaluate
each parcel using the data collected, residential comparable sales and his training to set the
assessments.
Councilmember Cunningham motioned to perform a scratch data collection for the
purpose of evaluate assessments and determine if they are fair and equitable. Motion
seconded by Councilmember Nahas, all in favor motion carried. (5-yeas Carr, Breslin,
Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott)
Councilmember Marriott motioned to authorize the Sole Assessor to advertise for data
collectors seconded by Councilmember Nahas. All in favor motion carried. (5-yeas Carr,
Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott)
Supervisor Carr requested the Sole Assessor provide the board with copies of the applications for
the purpose of knowing the individuals and their qualifications. He will be responsible for the
hiring and accountability of the individuals.
Councilmember Cunningham motioned to adjourn at 8:49 p.m., seconded by
Councilmember Nahas.
Respectfully Submitted,

__________________________
Chris Kohrs,
Clerk/Collector

Minutes of February 2, 2016

Minutes of February 2, 2016

Minutes of February 2, 2016

