DRAFT

MINUTES July 21, 2020

Minutes of the workshop meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham held July 21, 2020 by
telephonic conferencing at 7:30pm.
Present:

Joan Breslin, Deputy Supervisor
Linda Sutton, Council member
Walt Bennett, Council member

Called in:

Shawn Marriott, Supervisor
Scott Hulbert, Council member

Recording Secretary:

Janet Partridge, Town Clerk

Others called in:

Mark Overbaugh, CEO
Tal Rappleyea, Attorney
Joe van Holsteyn, Highway Superintendent
Chris Kohrs, Court Clerk
David Cunningham, Building Inspector
Maryellen Brooks, Assessor’s Clerk
Nancy Wyncoop-Bower, Assessor
21 community members

Supervisor Marriott called the meeting to order at 7:34pm.
A motion was made by Council Member Bennett to open the public hearing for the
subdivision application SUB2020-01 on 294 County Route 10, seconded by Deputy Supervisor
Breslin, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert, Bennett)
Frank LaRosa gave an overview of the final plans on the 18 acre parcel he is planning to divide into
4 building lots. He has been working on it for quite a while and is looking to push forward to the
next step.
Attorney Rappleyea reported he and Marriott received an email from the town’s engineer on 12
minor issues he is suggesting get addressed. Rappleyea forwarded them to the board and then read
through them so they could discuss them with Mr. LaRosa. LaRosa felt they were all issues he
could have his engineer apply to the final plat.
Robert Giambrone, who owns 226 County Route 10, had some questions. He asked about the road
frontage on lot 4; he felt 50 feet was not enough and it pushed close to his lot line. He was
concerned with the safety of the two driveways, lot 3 and lot 4, so close together. LaRosa said the
county gave him a permit allowing for the driveways to be there so they feel it is safe. Marriott told
Mr. Giambrone he felt the subdivision did not reflect negatively on the character of the area.
The board discussed changing the tax map number on the final plat to be 31.00-1-62 and correcting
the spelling of Giambrone, property next to LaRosa’s parcel.
Marriott read through Part 2 of the Full Environmental Assessment Form and the board discussed
and answered each line. Since there were no moderate to large answers, there was nothing to
address on part 3 except Marriott would need to sign it.
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A motion was made by Council member Hulbert to close the public hearing on SUB2020-01,
294 County Route 10, seconded by Bennett, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott,
Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert, Bennett)
A motion was made by Hulbert to declare a negative declaration for the subdivision,
SUB2020-01, at 294 County Route 10, seconded by Breslin, all in favor, motion carried. (5
Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert, Bennett)
A motion was made by Hulbert to approve the application for a minor subdivision of parcel
294 County Route 10 with correction of the owner name on neighboring parcel, the tax map #
correction in the key, and the twelve points stated in the email from the town engineer are
addressed to the satisfaction of town attorney Rappleyea on the final plat, seconded by
Breslin, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert, Bennett)
Rappleyea explained once the final plat is finished, the copies are filed and Mr. LaRosa can file his
first building permit.
A motion was made by Bennett to accept the June 2nd and June 16th meeting minutes,
seconded by Hulbert, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert,
Bennett)
Ambulance – Rich Stanfield gave a written report to Marriott – 35 calls for June
Legislature – Patty Handel reported they have awarded the bid for speed reduction by the school.
She also reported there are 7 active COVID-19 cases in the county and 0 hospitalizations.
Supervisor – Marriott started the meeting with anniversaries. He did not have any except he asked
Council member Sutton about Thomas Sutton’s start date. His office can’t find paperwork
to
match the same date that Mr. Sutton has. Council member Sutton reported he started on
July 1st 51 years ago and she has his card with the date on it. Marriott thanked him for his
service.
• Mrs. Farrell reached out to Marriott to find out if she needed a mass gathering permit
for the Irish Dance Festival that will be held at the Blackthorne Resort on August 1st.
Since they will not have over 1500 people, they do not need a mass gathering permit.
Mrs. Farrell explained to the board they are taking many precautions in planning this
year’s festival. They are limiting the number people allowed to come and they are
rearranging the schedule. They will be practicing social distancing under the tent
where the competition will center around. Marriott will write a letter confirming
they do not need a mass gathering permit from the town.
• Jan Perlin asked who enforces the governor’s executive orders. Marriott, who works
in the sheriff’s office, explained the process followed when there is a complaint
sent to the state.
• Mary Ann Ledda asked if there are more details provided to the town on the
gatherings talked about in the last meeting for the mass gathering permits. She is
worried executive orders will not be followed. She feels the town should not have
granted the mass gathering permit approvals with the current state of the pandemic.
Marriott explained the town is not responsible for enforcing the governor’s
restrictions. They are not laws; they are executive orders so enforcement is a gray
area. Marriott reported the Rats Nest Run-In has been canceled. He also explained
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•

as the date for the Catskill Mountain Thunder gets closer, the Blackthorne Resort
will make a decision on whether to hold the event or cancel at that point, but for now
it is still on and the mass gathering permit is approved as long as state guidelines for
mass gatherings are followed.
Gerry Ward asked if there was any word from the school on using the school
building. Town Clerk Partridge and Breslin have made contact with Kevin Lawton
from the Cairo Durham School. He said the school is still working on transfer of the
building. Everything is delayed for the next couple of weeks as all concerned are
working on a school reopening plan which is due to the State on July 31 and they do
not anticipate any building use in any building for a period of time.

Highway – van Holsteyn read his report – SEE ATTACHED.
Police – Marriott read the report – SEE ATTACHED
Clerk/Collector – Report submitted – Partridge reported tax collection ends on July 31st and
everything will be turned over to the County Treasurer.
Attorney – Rappleyea said not much has been going on. He has just been keeping up with
executive orders from the governor.
Building Department – Inspector Cunningham read his report – SEE ATTACHED
Assessor – Assessor Wyncooop-Bower reported grievance day went well. She received a letter
from IDA on the GSK PILOT program ending in January of 2021 that she is reviewing and
will be in contact with Greene IDA. The property is currently assessed at 33 million. Her
data collector is currently working on some places of business and not-for-profits. She also
reported she needs a new copier and has shared the information on the one she would like
with Marriott.
A motion was made by Bennett to approve the Assessor spending $449 on a new all-in-one
copier for her office, seconded by Sutton, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott,
Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert, Bennett)
Animal Control – No report submitted
Court – Reports are in – SEE ATTACHED
Durham Task Force – Sutton reported they opened the reading room July 1st. They hope to set a
meeting date in August.
Historic Commission – No report submitted
Comprehensive Plan Committee – Breslin and Bernard Rivers have been working on organizing the
volunteers. They have had subcommittee meetings from July 11th through July 18th with 31
people attending all together including the phone in option. There was lots of positive
energy at the meetings and when Breslin and Rivers have the names of the member they
recommend for the Implementation Committee, they will be submitting them to the board.
Park Committee – Hulbert reported they have not had any meetings
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There has been interest from two community members to be the Durham representative on the
Greene County Planning Board. The board discussed how to move forward. They will have
face-to-face interviews before the next meeting at 15 minute intervals at 6:45pm and
7:00pm. Marriott will call the applicants and sent it up.
Questions from the Floor:
Jan Perlin asked why the agenda was not on the website. Town Clerk Partridge reported she was
working with BAS to change some things on the website and it turned into a lot of issues.
They spent a lot of time trying to fix it and it still was not fixed. She apologized, but hoped
to have it working in the near future.
Carroll Mathews asked about the police reform policy the town needs to be working on. It was
mentioned at the last meeting. Marriott explained they do need to work on the policy and he
needs to meet with Sgt. Sutton to discuss it and form a committee. The Town has until April
2021 to adopt a law or pass a resolution.
Marriott read the transfers.
A motion was made by Breslin to approve the transfers and pay the bills, seconded by Sutton,
all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert, Bennett)

07/21/20 Abstract # 7 , consisting of 2020 Vouchers #
broken down as follows:
General Funds
Highway Funds
Safety & Fire
Trust & Agency
Street Lighting

11356

through # 11441 for

Hulbert made a motioned to adjourn at 9:43pm, seconded by Bennett.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________
Janet Partridge
Town Clerk/Collector
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