MINUTES May 19, 2020

Minutes of regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham held May 19, 2020 by
telephonic conferencing at 7:30pm.
Present, called in:

Shawn Marriott, Supervisor
Joan Breslin, Deputy Supervisor
Linda Sutton, Council member
Scott Hulbert, Council member
Walt Bennett, Council member

Recording Secretary called in: Janet Partridge, Town Clerk
Others called in:

Karen Tirpak, Bookkeeper
Tal Rappleyea, Attorney
Joe van Holsteyn, Highway Superintendent
Mark Overbaugh, CEO
David Cunningham, Building Inspector
Maryellen Brooks, Assessor’s Clerk
24 community members

Supervisor Marriott called the meeting to order at 7:34pm.
Marriott started the meeting by welcoming Walt Bennett to the Town Board. He then updated
with anniversaries. The only anniversary for this meeting is Brian Goff, he started on the BAR
May 14, 2015.
A motion was made by Deputy Supervisor Breslin to accept the April 7th and April 21st
teleconference meeting minutes, seconded by Council Member Hulbert, vote was 4 Ayes
and 1 nay, motion carried. (4 Ayes – Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert, Bennett, 1 Nay – Marriott)
Marriott stated he opposed some of the information in the public hearing in the April 21st
minutes but he did not elaborate any more.
Rick Stanfield will have reports to the board as soon as possible.
Supervisor – Marriott has been looking into different disposal companies for our 4 yard
dumpster. He has an extensive contract and monthly price of $121.60 for bi-weekly pick
up from County Waste; Superior Disposal would not need a contract and it would be
$125 for weekly pick up or $90 for bi-weekly pick up; and Barbato would be $135 for biweekly service. Marriott asked if the Board members would like to vote on it now or do
they want to look over the numbers first, he could email it out to them. Hulbert asked for
the figures to be emailed and vote at the next meeting.
The flags that are set out in the cemetery for our veterans Council member Sutton has
ordered. They are about $300. Council Member Bennett has offered to donate his first
paycheck to cover the cost for the flags. Sutton hoped the flags would be in by Friday
and Bennett gets a group together to put them out.
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A motion was made by Breslin to approve ordering and payment for the flags, seconded by
Bennett, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert, Bennett)
Mr. Mike Weatherbee, superintendent of the Cairo-Durham School called in to talk to the Town
Board and the Durham Community about the Durham School being donated to Quester by the
Cairo-Durham School District. Marriott asked if he would give an overview of the Durham
School donation to Questar. Mr. Weatherbee apologized for not being able to talk to everyone in
person, it would be more effective. The public vote will be on June 9th and will be by mail. All
ballots will be mailed to voters and must be returned by 5 pm on June 9th. He explained fiscally,
the building costs the school district $109,000 a year to maintain plus they have to make capital
improvements. In donating the building to Questar, the building will continue to be an
educational facility. Boces would like to have more of a presence in Greene County and this
would give them that opportunity for that. The school board has been working hard trying to
turn the Durham School into a vibrant educational building while also being fiscally responsible.
Marriott asked if the Board had any questions. Breslin asked how much was rent from Questar
right now. Rent is $57,000. The Bond approved in 2018 allocated for the Durham Building $1.5
million for the heavy equipment course, and Weatherbee explained the money would go back
into the capital project to cover costs that have increased. In 2018 the budget on the Bond was
neutral but not anymore, someone miscalculated.
With the social distancing guidelines out there now, how will the school adapt the classrooms,
why not hold onto the building in case it is needed to spread the school population out?
Weatherbee explained they would have to hire more teachers and staff which is not budgeted for.
His biggest concern with opening under the current guidelines is busing; he doesn’t know how to
get the students to school.
Currently the building is used as a community center, it was asked if BOCES allows the
community into other buildings and if they do what is the process. Breslin explained we have a
good working relationship with the school for processing paperwork for using the building. She
is concerned that using the building as a community center will become difficult since the clause
in the contract is vague. Weatherbee said he will always be willing to help with the
communication and he will look into that process and get back to the board.
Mr. Weatherbee encouraged anyone who wanted to ask more questions after tonight to please
call his office and he would be more than happy to talk more with the community.
A community member explained the Durham community has felt like they have always gotten
the short end of the stick; “we have been burnt and burnt strongly”. Weatherbee explained that is
not the intension of the School Board. They are trying to make the right decision for all the
students. It was brought up that the Durham tax payers pay more in taxes than the Cairo tax
payers. He explained that is calculated on the equalization rate that is determined by the
assessments put on the properties in a town; the school has nothing to do with that decision. He
also explained in the contract the Cairo-Durham school board will have first refusal if Questar
decides to sell the property. Attorney Rappleyea asked why did the contract state first refusal;
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most contracts like this one have an automatic revert back to the donor in them. Weatherbee felt
the board just made this choice.
The public will still be able to use the building, but there were concerns that if adult evening
classes were offered by Questar, the building would be off limits to the public. It was explained
the building could be used when there are adult Ed classes as long as there is not interference
with those classes.
Concern was expressed that the Durham Building has always been taken away from the town.
Weatherbee explained they are trying to revitalize the building to enhance the Durham
community. He explained if Questar owns the building and brings programs for students from
other schools to participate in, then the cost to run the school will be distributed throughout the
county and not just on the Cairo-Durham community.
Questions were asked about FEMA covid-19 funding. The school has applied for funding, but
they have not seen anything yet. FEMA has been very vague in what will be reimbursed to the
school. There was concern that with the pandemic this vote is happening at a very inopportune
time. It was suggested that the school should wait a year before taking this big step. He said this
conversation has been happening for 2 years, it is not a surprise. More community members
expressed this is the worst imaginable time to make this decision. They feel the school should
lease another year and let everything cool off a year. Members of the public feel there are other
options that haven’t been explored.
Marriott reminded everyone that the school board, made up of members we as a community
voted in, made the decision to donate the building and Mr. Weatherbee is here to just answer
questions.
Breslin asked if someone doesn’t get a ballot in the mail what should they do. You should call
the district office. She asked if the school has considered that with the recent pandemic, there
will be more and more people from the city moving to our area. She stated although with 9/11
the push did not get to Greene County, with more people being able to do their work remotely,
there may be a big increase in our school size. Weatherbee stated that the capital improvements
on the building are not something that can be worked into the school budget.
A community member expressed her support of BOCES bringing more programs to the Durham
building. Many students in our area need this trade school. They are currently planning
hospitality and culinary programing which is important to our county.
More concern was expressed for the short notice and not being able to hear other viable options
along with concern there would have to be more staff hired anyway. The first refusal clause was
also concerning since if Questar decides to sell the building, the school could say no they don’t
want it and the school would be lost.
Town Clerk Partridge let Mr. Weatherbee know, as one of the community members who was
passionate when the building was being closed and having to go through that emotionally, this
issue is bringing up those old emotions and it is hard for to understand the donation of the
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school. It was very upsetting when we as parents had our children involved in the school and it
was shut down. Since this vote is going to happen and if the community votes to donate the
school to Questar, she hopes the Town Board will reach out to them and work with them to make
sure they are successful. The presentation the superintendent from Questar did is informative
and more trade programs coming into the school would be good. We need these programs to
thrive so the building continues to be used for education. Weatherbee suggested that once we get
back to normalcy he and someone from Questar can come to a board meeting to give a
presentation.
Marriott spoke for the board and would definitely like to work on having a supportive
relationship with BOCES. He supports their programs and feels having them closer to home
would be a good thing.
A community member asked if there will be less state aide if we don’t own the building. He
responded that state aid is applied per child not per building. She feels the vote should be
postponed considering the current circumstances and added to that the ballots are going to be
mailed and we can only vote by mail. There are several tax payers who have Greenville
addresses so they never get information from the Cairo-Durham school. It was again expressed
the circumstances are just too crazy right now to vote on a big decision like this. There was
added concern that without all these tax payers getting the information to vote on with the
pandemic added to that where you can’t go door to door; this is very bad timing for this decision.
Mr. Weatherbee was thanked for his time and he encouraged anyone who had more questions to
call his office at 518-622-8534.
Highway – van Holsteyn read his report – SEE ATTACHED He reported his bucket truck has
gone out and he will be looking for a replacement. He has been in contact with a
company and the ballpark figure on a 2000 unit he is looking at is $20,000. The board
would like him to give them concrete figures and what renting options are out there.
How much does he really use it and if he can rent from the county.
Police – Marriott read Sutton’s report
Clerk/Collector – Report submitted
Attorney – Rappleyea working on paperwork for the Comprehensive Plan. We are beginning a
slow reopening, first is construction, agricultural and fishing and hunting. We will be
opening the building in the second phase. The board should set up a committee to set up
protocol on protecting employees and visitors. The board talked about the summer camp.
A motion was made by Marriott to cancel the 2020 Durham Summer Rec program,
seconded by Breslin, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton,
Hulbert, Bennett)
Discussion on the park continued. The playground equipment needs to be roped off, but
the board is not going to close the park.
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A motion was made by Marriott to allow himself to spend up to $150 on signage for the
park, seconded by Hulbert, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton,
Hulbert, Bennett)
A motion was made by Marriott to suspend park use forms until further notice, seconded
by Breslin, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert, Bennett)
Building Department – Inspector Cunningham reported 4 permits have been submitted
Assessor – Marriott read a letter from assessor Bower. The tentative roll for 2020 has been
submitted. Approximately 2.5 million dollars were added to the assessed value of the
town, which may be reduced through the grievance process. Grievance Day is May 28th
and it will be by teleconference.
Animal Control – No report
Court – Reports are in – SEE ATTACHED
Durham Task Force – Sutton reported they have canceled the July 4th parade along with the
fireworks. She asked Marriott if there was going to be a Memorial Day service at the
Durham School. He said with the social distancing guidelines, he was canceling the
service. She said she would put the wreath there on Monday. She asked when the flags
and flowers will be put up in East Durham.
Historic Commission – The commission had a teleconference meeting to review the property of
393 Sutton rd. There was confusion on what was the final outcome, but it will be looked
into.
Comprehensive Plan Committee – The Greene County Planning Board will be reviewing the
Plan at their meeting on May 20th. Partridge will reach out after for results.
Park Committee – No report
Marriott asked if there were any questions.
A motion was made by Breslin to waive the delinquent dog license renewal penalties for
March, April, May, and June, seconded by Hulbert, all in favor, motion carried. (5 Ayes –
Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert, Bennett)
A motion was made by Breslin to approve payment of the bills, seconded by Hulbert, all in
favor, motion carried. (4 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert)
05/19/20 Abstract # 5 , consisting of 2020 Vouchers #
broken down as follows:
General Funds
Highway Funds
Safety & Fire
Trust & Agency
Street Lighting

11249 through # 11301 for

$

63,036.27

$
$

22,917.47
39,144.64

$

974.16

MINUTES May 19, 2020

Maryann Ledda asked to make a statement to the board about the appointment to the board. She
wanted to speak as a community member and the democratic chairperson. She was disappointed
the board did not appoint Brenna Rustick. She had the next highest votes at the most recent
election and it would have been a bipartisan decision. We are trying to hold onto the youth in
this community. It would have been a good time for her and she feels it was a missed
opportunity on so many levels.
Aidan O’Connor wanted to give a shout out to all the EMS and first responders since it is EMS
appreciation week. He wanted to send his heart-felt gratitude for their work and encouraged
other to reach out and thank them as well.
Hulbert made a motioned to adjourn at 9:59pm, seconded by Bennett.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________
Janet Partridge
Town Clerk/Collector
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