MINUTES May 5, 2020

Minutes of the workshop meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham held May 6, 2020
by telephonic conferencing at 7:30pm.
Present, called in:

Shawn Marriott, Supervisor
Joan Breslin, Deputy Supervisor
Linda Sutton, Council member
Scott Hulbert, Council member

Recording Secretary called in: Janet Partridge, Town Clerk
Others called in:

Karen Terpak, Bookkeeper
Tal Rappleyea, Attorney
Joe van Holsteyn, Highway Superintendent
Mark Overbaugh, CEO
David Cunningham, Building Inspector
17 community members

Supervisor Marriott called the meeting to order at 7:34pm.
Marriott thanked everyone for joining the telephonic conference meeting and having patience
while everyone joined in. He explained if anyone has a question they would need to press 5*.
Marriott started the meeting with anniversaries. Rich Frasco started on the BAR May 1, 2007
and Matt Miller started as a peace officer May 1, 2012.
With the executive orders from our governor, the procedure for opening the blacktop bids was
different this year. *See Attached
Marriott explained while video recorded, he and Highway Superintendent van Holsteyn opened
the Blacktop Bids for Cornwallville road.
The following bids were received:
Cobleskill Stone Products
Peckham Industries
Callanan Industries

$59.75/ton
$65.25/ton
$65.85/ton

Van Holsteyn reviewed the bids. All bids met the requirements set forth. The Board was asked
if they had any questions.
A motion was made by Deputy Supervisor Breslin to approve the bid from Cobleskill Stone
Products for $59.75 per ton total cost in place for Cornwallville Road, with a June 30, 2020
completion date, seconded by Councilmember Sutton, all in favor, motion carried. (4 Ayes,
Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert)
Marriott will get the bids to Town Clerk Partridge to send out the award letters.
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Marriott read a memorandum from van Holsteyn. – See Attached
Breslin asked van Holsteyn if he was still going through with all of his drainage projects. He
explained they have all been budgeted for 2020 and they are reimbursable by New York State.
A motion was made by Councilmember Hulbert to approve the purchase of 8 – 15” pipes
with collars for $1,015.93 and 10 – 24” pipes with collars for $3,019.58 under NYS Contract
pricing, seconded by Sutton, all in favor, motion carried. (4 Ayes, Marriott, Breslin, Sutton,
Hulbert)

Marriott explained Bookkeeper Tirpak has been working hard on filling out the paperwork for
the flowers and banners to be hung along route 145 in East Durham. Every 20 years the town
needs to sign an undertaking for the benefit of the New York State Department of Transportation
in connection with work affection state highways.

Supervisor Marriott offered the following resolution and moved its adoption:
Resolution 2020-05
Town Board of the Town of Durham
Authorizing Execution of Undertaking
In Connection with Work/Activities on Route 145

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Durham, in conjunction with the NYS Department
of Transportation (DOT), will be conduction work/activities including but not limited to the
placing of hanging flower baskets and flags/banners on brackets on utility poles in and around
NYS Route 145 in the Town of Durham, and
WHEREAS, DOT requires the execution of an Undertaking or other appropriate form of
surety/insurance by any entity which may be performing such work/activities on state highways
or within the right-of-way or ownership or the DOT.
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Durham hereby
authorizes the supervisor to execute the attached Undertaking to achieve the above-mentioned
purposes.

MINUTES May 5, 2020

MINUTES May 5, 2020

The motion was seconded by Council Member Sutton.
Mr. Marriott
Ms. Breslin
Ms. Sutton
Mr. Hulbert

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

The resolution was thereupon declared adopted.
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Marriott asked if there were any questions from the floor.
Gerry Ward asked what communication has there been between the Town Board and the School
Board on the sale of the Durham Building to Questar for $1. Marriott said he had
communication with the school district. They explained they planned to come to a board
meeting and have two public hearings at the building. Everything now is on hold. He said they
will still have the vote but he doesn’t know when that is, but it is a referendum the public will
vote on. In the contract the school will be available for the Durham community to still use the
building as long as it doesn’t interfere with the activities of the school. Also in the contract is the
stipulation that if the building is not being used for educational purposes it will go back to the
Cairo-Durham School District. Mary Lou Nahas reminded the Board the Durham Building was
declared a National Historic Building and she didn’t know if that had any reflection on the sale.
Sutton asked of the highway department could please remove the hay bales in front of the
cultural center. She explained where they should be transferred to.
Van Holsteyn explained he is working on getting the ad for hiring an employee to mow the parks
and cemeteries out. Everything has already been mowed once by his crew. Breslin asked if the
highway works were back to 100%. Van Holsteyn reported no, they are reviewing what they
will do after the 15th.
Mary Lou Nahas reported the Durham Historic sign in Oak Hill is down and she asked if the
highway department could pick it up and take it back to the Town Hall until new posts can be
installed.
Terry Ward wanted to let the Board know the Greene County Highway Department was back to
100% workforce. Marriott explained our guys are 50% one week working and off the next while
the other 3 man crew is off one week and working the next and have been since the beginning.
He feels with this decision he and van Holsteyn has made they are ahead of the game. Many
neighboring towns’ highway departments along with the county lost 4 weeks work immediately
going to 0% workforce so they are way behind in their projects but with this plan he and van
Holsteyn have put in place here, they are ahead of the game.
Mary Ann Ledda asked Sutton if the Task Force was still going to have the July 4th parade.
Sutton asked the board what their thoughts were. They discussed options for social distancing
for the parade and fireworks. The Board asked Sutton to not make a decision until we have more
information from the state when we come out of the pause. She will draft the letter for
participation in the parade and the Board will discuss it again.
A motion was made by Marriott to enter into executive session to discuss an appointment to
the board at 8:10pm, seconded by Hulbert, all in favor, motion carried. (4 Ayes, Marriott,
Breslin, Sutton, Hulbert)
Marriott let everyone logged in that they can call back at 8:40pm when the Board will return
from executive session.
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A motion was made by Breslin to return from executive session at 8:44pm, seconded by
Hulbert.
RESOLUTION 2020-06
Deputy Supervisor Breslin moved to appoint Walt Bennett to fill the council member seat
left vacant by the resignation of George Deckers, with Mr. Bennett’s term starting May 5,
2020 and end December 31, 2020. Council member Sutton seconded the motion.
Mr. Marriott
Aye
Ms. Breslin
Aye
Ms. Sutton
Aye
Mr. Hulbert
Aye
The resolution was thereupon declared adopted.
Marriott will contact Mr. Bennett and let him know he has been appointed and Partridge will
make arrangements for him to give his Oath of Office.
Hulbert made a motioned to adjourn at 8:46pm, seconded by Breslin, all in favor, motion
carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________
Janet Partridge
Town Clerk/Collector
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